My Diplom
Mission

It Was My First and
My Last

By F. A. MITCHEL

1 am the daughter of an American
admiral. When my father wos retired
he Jolned va In Wasbhipgzion, where
we lved. At his death, bis Income
belng cut off, 1 fenud it necessary to
do something 1o vdd to the small In-
come of my mwoher amd was given a
clerksYn in the navy depnrtment, but
the salury wos small, end 1 confess
I looked forsvard to tie humdrum life
before me with dislike.

Notwithstanding our llmited re-
sources 1 malutaned my position lu
soclety, Wreahington does not “uffer
socially from commercinlism es other
American citles. I was lnvited just as
often after my entrance upon my clerk-
ship as before. Indeed, 1 occupled a
better socinl status than many newly
rich people who, having suddenly ac-
quired wealth, settled in Washington
to apend it

One evening during a reception at
the White House the wife of a mem-
ber of the Russian diplomatic corps
egought me out and drew me away from
the throng for a chat. Bhe gradually
led the conversation upon myself and
asked me bhow 1 would llke to enter
the diplomatic service. TUpon asklag
her what she meant she explained that
diplomacy was synonymous with chi-
canery. There was a constant effort
between the diplomats of the world to
get possession of each other's secrets
and thus forestall actlon. I was inter-
ested, and the lady proceeded to tell
me that women were usually mixed
up in these affairs and were relled on
principally by their husbands to ex-
tract information from thelr diplo-
matic rivals. Then, after pledging me
to secrecy, she told me that the Rus-
slan embassy was at that time in want
of an attractive woman to obiain a
secret from a diplomat and that she
wonld be paid Uberally for the service
rendered.

Of ¢purse the lady was sounding me
to learn 1f I would undertake the mat-
ter. [ mnelther accepted nor declined,
leaving her, intending to think it over.
1 did think It over and came to a de-
clglon that may be considered peculiar.
1 determined that I would not (]l:-lhnn-1
or my father's name by becoming a
spy; but, being infatuated with the|
idea of swimming in that uudervurv‘
rent of duplicity that had been men-
tioned, 1 resolved to accept the offer,
but not for pay. 1 had an object in
view that concerned my own individ
ual self far wore than Russin. When
1 had made up my mind I enlled on
the lady who had been glven the com:
mission to employ me and told ber 1
was ready th listen to a proposition. |

I dare say that thig may be consider-
ed whipping consclence around the
stimp, but at the thme 1 was not aware
of doing nnything dishonorable. I was
employed by the Russian omhuﬁs&y—nui
partienlar person in it was specified—|
to get a secret from the secretary nf:
legation of Great Britain, It was sus-
pected by the Russlans that l-ﬁlm:luud'
was making a secret treuty with the|
sublime porte, Russia has always been
at fsspe with the other Europenn pow-
ors ns to Turkey, and ever since the
Czar Nicholas I. was outwitted by the
Britlsh minister, just previous to the
Crimean war, Russia has been eager to
get even with England by some sharp
diplomatic move. I was therefore em-
ployed to draw this secret from Kd-
ward Cathorne, who would surely be
cognizant of it, who had chosen diplo-
macy as 4 profession and was expect-
ing spon to be raised fto the rank of |
ambussudor.

At the mext important socinl func |
tion, glven by the secretary of state, n
member of the Austrinn embasky H!‘l{i'l||
perinission to present hls friend Id-
ward Catliorne. What the Austrian
hand to do with the weatter 1 did not
know, Evidently he was either in some
wity connected with the piot or wius be
Ing made o teol of. That was nothing |
o me but experienced n peculiny
sensation of pleasure at Lelng launch
vl in the whirlpool of diplowntie chil ‘
cunery. 1 graclonsly permitted the in- |
tioduetion found Mr. Uathorne
viory nereeable.  Indeed, he was of the
best t9pe of Vinglish gentlemun, not no
connected at home and |
i every wayv desirable. ) refrained at |
this first weetiog from anything cou.
nected with the work 1 Lind undertak

I simply etdeavored to make my
f as agreenble as pos=ible to him. 1
that ke wes an dutellectit |

wl tnn, aod T treated him secordingly
thaut is, [ tolked of aopything buot
mitters. Girls wnke 2
tuke in thinking that men of depih
wish deep women for companions. Onue
might as well expect o lawyer to tulk
Inw for emusement However, | LA
mitted Mr. Cathorne to de most of the
talking, leaving Lim to chat as he k-
ed. Bmall talk 15 all that ecan be In
troduced at socisl functions anyway. |

Mr., Cathorne asked poermlission to
e0!l upon me, which was, of conree, |
granted. We occupled the same house
ng when my father lived, n two story
Ixick near —— elrele, and it bad In it
a'l the attractiveness of glmplicity. My
visitor told me during the evening that
he would sall for Magland ou leave of
shsence the next week, 1 told him that
1 was nbout to go abroad, and by com-
paring notes it turned out that 1 had

and

bhut well

SAW AL ance

weleghty nis

| he the man I was to prey upon. I had
seen m eften, avd the motent 1 first
inoked upon hhan the little gogd shot

engaged my passage on the pame
anman an which he hed onmaood hig

Russian embassy would do my Nﬁ-‘-hl'
in the matter. Mr, Cathorne seemed
very much pleased to have my compa-
ny on the voyage and offered his moth-
er's and sisters' hospitality during my
stay in England.

I waa offered a passage across the
ocean and ample fonds for other ex-
penses by my employers, but Mr. Ca-
thorne knew that I was not able to
travel expensively so I chose one of the
poorest staterooms and declined to ac-
cept anything from the Russian em-
bassy until I had finished my work.
Fortunately I had enough for the pur-
pote saved from my salary. I offered
to reslgn my poaition in the navy de
partment, but on account of my fa-
ther's services was given a leave of
absence, 1 learned afterward that
those who sent me on my misslon were
much puzzled at my declining to be fur-
nished with funds. But they contin-
ved to be puzzied till they heard defi-
nitely from me later, for I gave them
no satiafactory explanation. I also
learned ghat from this time they began
to doubt me and took measures to get
the information they desired through
other parties.

Mr. Cathorne was devoted to me on
the voyage. He talked about every
thing except diplomacy, on which he
maintained a rigld sllence. I did not
make the slightest attempt to draw
him out in that llne. Any effort to do
80 would have aroused susplclon. Put
it was not In accordance with my
plan to draw him out. Something far
deeper was In my mind Besldes, I
soon learned from him what was nec-
essary for me to know. He told me
that he would remain at home only
long enough to make a report at the
forelgn office In London, after which
he would take s little trip on the con-
tinent. I well knew that thls meant
a visit to the sultan of Turkey.

Everybody knows what an ocean
voyage ls for matchmaking. We had
not reached England before Mr.
Cathorne and I were engaged in what
In America we call a flirtation. The
flirting, however, If it really was flirt-
Ing, wasg all on one slde. An English-
man s not an adept In such affalrs.
The game at which he is especially
expert Is not the game of love, but of
diplomacy, I was content, for the
time being at least, to let him have his
own way at the game of diplomacy
provided I could have mine at the
game of love.

I had not been in England eighteen
hours before I recelved an Invitatlon
from a sister of Mr. Cathorne to visit
the family home, near London. I
spent  severnl days there, during
which, I fear, the visiting was rather
hetween Mr. Cathorne and me than
hetween me and his mother and sis-
ters. Our affalr reached a crisis one
evening when he told me that he must
run over the next morning to Parls
on business. Before golng he told me
what I had been hoping for—not his
diplomatie secret, but that he wished
me to be his wife.

Before parting with him that even-
Ing—I was not to see him the next
morning—he admitted that he was go-
ing farther than Paris. I asked him
if he was going still farther, and he
finally admitted that he wounld not
stop till he reached Constantinople.
I asked him why he was going there,
and he declined to tell me. I remon-
strated with him, saying that a prom-
ised wife should share all her flance’s
socrets,

“Not his government’'s secrets,”

1 threw my arms around his neck,
laughed and said:

“Nou're golng to Conpstantinople on
the matter of a treaty between Eng-
land and Turkey."

Disengaging himself from me, he
looked at me with astonlshment.

I told him that I had been employed
-y whom I would not say—to get a
knowledge of that trenty; that I had
necepted the offer for the fun of the
thing and had declined to receive even
the money for my expenses. He de-
wanded to know who had employed
me, and 1 refused to answer. That, 1
couslidered, would be dishonorable,

1ind I set out with the intention of
spying upon him his love for me
would have turned to hate, even
though 1 had wenkeéned on the way
through love for him. My action was
incomprehensible to him: He became
convinced that I had had from the
first no intention of getting uny diplo-
mutic knowledge from him, but he
conld not understand the reason 1 gnve
him for entering upon the matter ot
all, I tald him I had ylelded to a de-
sire to see gomething of the undercur
rent of diplomatle Hfe. It wus not re-
markable that e did not undersinod
this, for there was another reason un-
deriyving the first

And now It §5 time that T glve this
renson, Hefore 1 made up my mind
to neeept the Russlan offer I felt pret
tv sure that Edward Cathorne wus to

oune of his deadly nrrows Into me. But
I had not hind an opportunity of meet-
ing the man I worshiped. The Rus
glnn offer T regarded ns o possible
means, ot lenst an opportunity, to win
it

He did not feel easy about me for
i long while, but T brought him around
in thue, and we were morried I made |
It & condition that hoe should not re- |
turn to Washington. 1 dida't llke the
prospect of facing the diplomats who
had employed me to do thelr spying,
I having married the man I wns to
apy upon. I learned, however, long
afterward that they had a very high
opinion of me since they had learned
that I would not give them away even
to my own husband,

I have continued to bhe a diplomat's
wife uat many courts, but the diplomat-
fe effort by which I recelved a husband

is the only one of my life. I am quite |

anmbant $n lossa thoe ahlooneen of the | weeieal hanle fn bha Inbanast ~8 8%

FISCAL REFORMS
PRODUCE RESULTS

Treasury Department Example of
Economical Administration.

EVEN DEMOCGRATS APPROVE

Under Taft Reorganization Accom-
plished, Frauds Stopped and Law
Violators Punished—Divorced From
Wall Strest.

The treasury department has recent-
ty recelved the commendation of the
Democratic appropriation committee of
the house of representatives for the re.
sults achieved In bringing about econ.
omy and efficlency in that department.
The general basis of this wunusual
praise is the fact that it is costing $I.
500,000 a year less to run this big busi.
ness machine of the government thun
it did three years ago when Prealdent
Taft began his administration and inl
tiated his campalgn for governmentnl
economy by placing an experienced
business man, Secretary MacVeagh. at
the head of the treasury department.

The Economy Effected.

The amount now saved each year ls
a 10 per cent reduction in the previous
cost. It tells but half the story of the
actual economy effected; for there hns
been a 10 per cent increase in the busi-
ness of the department during this
time, making a total galn in the inter-
est of the taxpayer of 20 per cent

The eagerness that now exists (o
make political capital out of eriticism
makes the fact eminently striking that
through this period of lnvestigation and
inquiry the treasury department has
been found a frultless fleld of opera
tlon. It has not even been mentioned
In connectlon with the alleged “money
trust,” for the renson that the treasury
department 18 now for the first tim
wholly independent of the big bunk-
ers of the country in Its operations
That the department should always be
above the slightest ground for mor!
criticism #s of course one of the funda
mentals of it administration.

Frauds Are Punished.

The vigor with which the administra
tion hns gone after those who hove
attemptes rauds on the customs rev
enue is fillustrated by the fact thm
mora than £5.000,000 has been oollect
el In fines pgninst dishonest importers
and attempted smugglers. Jall sen
tences {n numerous instances have beon
added to the fines. The result has heen
the creation of a wholesome respect for
the law on the part of Importers nnd
Americans who trave! 1o forelgn lands
The entire machinery for the collection
of customs bas been overhanled, with
the result that valuations are made
more nccurately, and many channels
for frauds have been stopped. One of
the special nids in this connection L=
been the speeial ngents' service, which
the secretary has maken personally in
hand.

The other collection ageney. the lu
ternal revenue service, bas been
brought to a high degree of efficiency
Its collections Inst yvenr were the high
est in Its history—8$322,000,000—which
was collected at the expense of 1 05100
cents for each dollar, a substanutinl de
crease in cost, Iaternal revenue col
lectors sare now glving the major por
tion of thelr time to their ofMcial du
tes, an innovation brought abour for
the first thme through the insistence of
the president that efficlency of ndmin-
istration wos more to be desired hat
the developing of political mnchines

Where Savings Resulted.

Beatrice Cream Separator

500 to 1,000 Ibs.
capacity per hour from

$50 to $75

Highest Market [Price Pald for
Cream.

Poultry Leader Incu-
bators and Brooders at
Factory Prices.

SIMON BROS.,

North Platte, Neb.

Saviogs in the method of printing the
paper money of the country have Loen |
made to the extent of $000,000 annu- |
ally, while simllar work o the mint
has resulted In cutting down th

Short Orders a Specialty With Us. -

Drop in the next time and have a trial
of the most up-to-date place in the city

OPEN ALL NIGHT.
PALACE CAFE

Opposite Depot

NORTH PLATTE

Wednesday, May 15.

KIT CARSON’S

BUFFALO RANCH WILD WEST

TRAINED WILD ANIMAL EXHIBITION.

PURE
WATER
ICE.

Frozen from water pum from
a good depth, and thepl.fke has
been re-cemented thus insuring

the best and purest ice possible
to obtain. 2

Price 50 Cents
Per 100 Lbs.

We solicit your orders and insure
prompt delivery.

L. W. EDIS.

Referee’s Sale.

Notice is honbumven that by virtue
of an order ef sale issued to me by the
district court of Lincoln county, Ne-
braska, on the 20th day of Dec., 1911,
in an action therein Bendin , Wherein
Olivers Christian and David % Martin
are plaintiffs and Claude H. Reed,
also known as C, H. Reed, in de-
fendant, and also an additional and
and supplemental order issued to me by
the district court of Lincoln county,
Nebraska, on the 11th day of Aprﬁ.
1912, in said action, I will on the Sth
d!y of June, 1912, at the hour of 1
o'clock p, m. of said day at the east
front door of the court house in the
clt{ of Nerth Platte, Lincoln count
Nebrasks, sell at pablic auction, to
highest bidder, the following *described
land, towit: The east one-half and the
souih-west quarter of sestion twenty-
five in township fifteen, north of range
thirty-three west of the 6th P. M.: and
aiso all of section twenty-nine and the
west one-half and the north-east quar-
ter of section thirty in township fif-
teen north of range thirty-two west of
the 6th P. M.; all in Lincoln county
Nebraska; also sixteen school land
leases, made by the state of Nebrasks,
on the 14th day of August, 1897, for =
term of twmta‘-ﬁ\'e years, from Jan.
1st, 1808, for the following state school
Iands, to-wit: all of section thirty-six
in township fifteen, north of range
thirty-three, weat of 6th P, M. in Lin-
coln county, Nebraska, and of the in-
terests created by said leases in said
land, and the improvements thereon,
ench of said leases covering foriy-acres
of said section thirty-six: all of the
above described real estate and sehool
land leases will be offered for sale in
quarter section tracts, and at the
same time all of the above described
real estate and school land leases will
be offered for sale as one tract, and
the bid or bids will be accepted which
will amount to the greater sum,
The terms of said sale will be one-
fourth cash on day of sale; the balance
on Mareh 1st, 1918, on which date the
premises will be conveyed and deliv-
ered to the purchaser or purchasers.
Dated this 27th day of April, 1912,

W. T. WiLcox, Referee.

Ld

TENTH TRANS-CONTINENTAL TOUR.

THE LARGEST WILD WEST SHOW ON EARTH

COMING DIRECT ON THEIR OWN SPECIAL TRAINS
OF DOUBLE LENGTH RAILROAD CARS FROM
THE BIGGEST RANCH IN THE WORLD,

Menagerie of Trained Wild Animals

From all parts of the Globe. Daring and death defying acts almost
beyond the realmsa of lucid imagination,

-

A COEMOPOLITAN COLLECTION OF COWDOYS AND GIRLS, VANQUEROS,
BENORITA3Z, GQUARDIS RURALES, CHAMPIONS OF THE LARIAT,
ROUGH RIDERS, PONY EXPRESS VETERANS, DARING
ATHLETES, COMICAL CLOWNS, THRILLING
INDIAN FIGHTS AND WAR DANCES.

penses annually to the extenr of I | PRINCE B()TI.GENE’S TROUPE GF RUSSIAN COSSACKS.

000, By using #hu malls Insteard

express n saving of KG0000 a your
effectin] in sending wornout notes te |
the treasiry for redemption. Nearly |
$30,000 0 yveur is Leing saved thiou ]
fmproved metbods in haudling the |
per on which money and postup |
internal reyvenue stamps Is pri
slmllnr nmount is being snved 1L
clogser serutiny ond economy 1t

ing the stutionery for the depmrt
The revicine ciitler servico nde
st 0 saving of 100,000 4 reur w
ereascd activities, so also i

He health service. There #r
more detnlls of sauvings, all |

BlUlUyg BLUTY.

Cenuine Reforms MinZ

And this story 15 the sul
of a deulal of the chavge th
dent Toaft bhos used Lthe gove

amployee o further his
ndvantnge

Necessury

OWn e

Therg have been 1,500
places nbollshed undo
treasury department o the | t
years. Five hundred and forty tu
these have been in the depunt
service in Washington, None ol
In Washington whose places woi
Ished have been sepuarated [
service by that fact. Secretary ?
Yeagh has rigldly adhered to the put
ley of eaving the vacancles which «
curred In the department by resignn
tion and death, and these pluces Lis
been filled by those who wonld other
wise have been dropped.

The facts above sct forth are con
vinelng proof that under the adniuls
tration of President Taft genunine re
forms In administration have been pe
complished in bringing the governmoant
business to the most practical and eco

The most daring Horsemen in the World.

Steam Boilers.
NOTICE TO BIDDERS,

Sealed Bids will be received at the
office of the city clerk of the city of
North Platte, Pi'ubraaka. up until 5 p.
m. of the Tth day of May, 1912, for tl:fo
furnishing of one horizonal returmn
tubular boiler, 60 inches in diameter by
16 feet |un§. suitable for a working of
pressure of 125 pounds, in ncmrclfmce
with the plans and bpecifications on
file in the office of the city clerk of
North Platte, Nebraska. Specifica-
tions can be obtained from the cit
clerk or water commissioner of Nort
Platte, Nebraska,
Each biskmust be accompanied by a
certified check for 10 per cent of the
amount bid, made payable to the order
of the city treasurer of said city, to be
forfeited to said city in the event said
successful bidder shall fail to enter
into a contract according to his bid and
specifications within ten (10) days after
award of same.
Approximate estimate of cost of said
boilor is eight hundred dollars (£800).
The city reserves the right to rejeet
any or all bids,

ﬁy order of mayor and city council,
Dated at North Platte, i!nb.. April

[the American Investment and Trust

WANDS of SIOUX, CHEYENNE and COMANCHE INDIANS, |

Fresh from the Camp-fire and Council, making their first acquaintance

with pale face civilization.

The Grand Ethnological Performance concludes with the Superb
Spectacular, Dramatic, Historical Fantasy,

——— e Lo
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QDR JHEET

“The Battle of Wounded Knee”

Introducing a vast and motley horde of Indians, Beouts, Trappers and Soldiers
that actually took active part in the last brave stand and hopeless
struggle the noble redskin made for his freedom and rights.

TWO PERFORMANCES DAILY, RAIN (R SHINE
N

Alternoon at 3, Evening st 8,

WATER FPROOF

Doors open One Hour earlior,
CANVAS, CANNOT LEAK.

Grand, Gold Glitt'ring Free Street Parade

TWO MILES LONG at 11t ¢, m, daily oo the main thoroughfares,

BIG FREE EXHIBITIONS on Show Grounds immediately alter the Parade
@
BRING IN YOUR BAD HORSES AND MULES

Phaem mase =it lds tham WREW AR CHARAR -

1 Notlee
c | of sald decessod wiil

| to satisfy

26th, 1912,
CHas. F. TEMPLE,
City Clerk.

Sheriffs Sale,

By virtue of an order of sale issued

from the district ecourt of Lincoln
county, Neb,, upon a decrse of fore-
clogure rendered in eaid court wherein

Company, a corporation,
and Vietor A. Palm, et al
ants and to me
on the Hth day of
2a'elock p. m., at the east front door
of the court house in North Platte,
Lincoln county, Nebraska, sell at public
auction to the highest bidder for cash,
spid decree, Interest and
costs, the following deseribed property
towit: The west half of section nine
(9), township sixteen (16), runge

(31), Lincoln eounty, Nebraska.
Dated st North Platte, Nebrasska,
April 80th, 1012,
Al

is plaintiff
are defend-
directed 1 will
June, 1912, at

SAavisnunry, Sherifl,

PROBATE NOTICE,
In vhe County Court of Lincaln county, Ne-
brasks, Aprll i6, 1912

In the watter of the
Heudy, decoasasil,

] Is horoby wivon, Lhal the creditors
meet tho Adminis-
tratorof sald estate, bsfore the County Judge
of Lincoln county, Nebraska, at the county
court room ln sald county, on the 2tk day of
May, M2 and on the 2th day of Nov,
WIZ, at ® o'clock n- m, vach day, for the pur-
pose of presenting thelr clalms for exswmine-
tion, adjustment and allowance, Six months
are allowed for croditors 1o present thelr
clals and one yoar for the Adminlstrator W0
sottle sald estate, from the Wih day of
Aprll, 192, A -'u{.-s of this ordoer to be pub-
Hshod in the North Platte Tribune s sombs
woekly nowspapar of sald couoty for fonr

rstiute of Katle

succossive weslis prior to sald day of
honring
adi-4 JONN GRANT, County Judge

PROBATE NOTICE,

In the county court of Lincoln County, Ne
braske, April 16, 1012,

In the moatter of the estate of Christinn Mar
quetie, doconsed.

Notice is hereby wpiven, that the creditors of
wld  decensed will meot the sdministrator of
sald estate, before the County Judge of Lincoln
vounty, Nebruska, st the eounty sourt reom, in
naid county, on the 20th day of May, 1912, and on
the 20th day of November, 1812, at 9 o'clock &, m.
each day, for the purpose of presenting thelr
claims, Tor examination, sdjustment and allow-
unes, Hix manths are allowed for the creditors
to present thelr clabma, and one w the

£

ministrator to settle sald estate,
order i

Dubiiehed I the North Flatte. Tribund s et




